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type, and other kinds of clergymen, like an anthropologist
doing field work. In his life-story of Gantry as student in a
small denominational college, as traveling salesman, as man-
ager and lover of a woman evangelist, as ordained minister
first in the Baptist then in the Methodist church, driving ahead
with unscrupulous ambition to larger and richer charges, Lewis
presented his shoddy hero in a full knowledge of the details
of such a life. Gantry is a bully, a sneak, a liar, a lecher, a
drunkard, and an ignoramus* Lewis was accused of attacking
religion, of implying that all clergymen are like Gantry. He
was only telling the story of a false priest who himself com-
mitted the sins he scourged in others. The book was harsh
because Lewis hatecl the falseness. Nothing decent in Gantry
relieves his disgusting story. Without sympathy for him, Lewis
gave him a character that was almost all caricature, with
sensational and melodramatic coloring.

Again there was a minor book, The Man Who .Knew
Coolidfge (1928), a series of monologues by a friend of Bab-
bitt, a leaden treasury of the platitudes he considers to be his
own opinions. But in Doclsworth (19-9) Lewis was only inci-
dentally satirical Here more profoundly than in any of his
novels he studied the ins and outs of a heart through a crucial
chapter of a human life. Doclsworth is a Zenith magnate who
retires from business, "He would certainly (so the observer as-
sumed) produce excellent motor cars; but he would never love
passionately, lose tragically, nor sit in contented idleness upon
tropic shores/' His story begins as if he were to be another
Innocent Abroad, an American taking his humorous ease in
Europe- Though Doclsworth values his own country, and
often defends it against any kind of censure, he is no brash
frontiersman like the Innocents of Mark Twain. That older
kind of traveler had passed with the provincial republic of
the mid-nineteenth century. But Dodsworth's travels are com-
plicated by his wife, a pampered woman desperately holding
on to her youth, fascinated by what seem to her the superior